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eonardo da Vinci, the great Italian painter, sculp-

Jtor, scientist, architect, musician and engineer, who
lived in the latter half of the fifteenth century, was the
first man to study heavier-than-air flight, but it was an
American, born four hundred years later, who built the
first heavier-than-air machine that actually flew. His
name was Samuel Pierpont Langley.

Langley was born at Roxbury, Boston, Massachusetts,
on August 22, 1834, and there, when the time came,
he was trained to be a civil engineer and architect.
Neither of these professions appealed to him particu-
larly, however. His mind was set on more ambitious
things, and often on a starry night this young man
would look up at the sky and ponder on the mysteries
of space. He already knew a good deal about the stars
and the other heavenly bodies, but he wanted to know
much more. He wanted to study them, to add some-
thing to the tale of human knowledge of things beyond
this small world, and so his mind became set on being
an astronomer. But there were difficulties in the way.
He was not a rich man, and he had his living to earn,
so that he was thirty before he had saved up enough
money to make a long-projected trip to Europe. There
he wandered about visiting the great observatories and
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